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ABC Global Update 

Special Measures Lifted on U.S. 
Almonds to EU 

The European Commission has 
published the official notification 
regarding the lifting of special 
measures on U.S. almonds effective 
September 3, 2014.  The decision to 
take almonds off special measures is 
due to  the European authorities 
having confidence in the almond 
aflatoxin testing program that has 
been in place since 2007. 

With the removal of special 
measures, the presence of a VASP 
(Voluntary Aflatoxin Sampling Plan) 
certificate is no longer a “pre-
condition” for import.  However, ABC 
strongly encourages continued use 
of VASP certificates.   

Under special measures, controls 
had already been reduced to 
“random” and that is not expected to 
change now that US almonds are off 
special measures.  However, it is 
likely that individual import 
authorities will more frequently 
control any consignment arriving 
without a VASP certificate. 

The ABC and USDA have applied to 
the EU for recognition of Pre-Export 
Checks (PECs) prior to export of 
California Almonds to the EU.  Under 
PEC, there would be less than 1% 
controls on imports.  EU recognition 
of the program will only move 
forward if they continue to have 
confidence in U.S. testing of almonds 
and do not see increased rejections.  

Israel Establishes a Tariff-Rate 
Quota (TRQ) for Almond Imports 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) 
published a GAIN report in August 

regarding recent developments in 
Israel’s agricultural sector.  
Specifically, Israel has granted World 
Trade Organization (WTO) members 
a temporary tariff-rate quote (TRQ) 
of 1,000 tons for almonds on a “first-
come-first-served” basis for the 
period of July 21 through the end of 
the year, or until the quota has been 
fulfilled. 

The TRQ will be applied to imports 
on a 1:1 basis if importers can prove 
that an almond shipment which 
entered between the January 1 – 
July 20 period, had gone through 
customs and was fully paid. In 
addition, only one license per day 
and 20 tons per license will be 
permitted under the TRQ.  FAS 
notes that since all almond imports 
from January 1, 2014 were from the 
U.S., most of the quota will be 
granted to the U.S. For additional 
details, please see the GAIN report 
linked above. 

USDA Announces Public Meeting 
Ahead of Codex Committee 
Session on Food Labeling 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced that it is hosting 
a public meeting to receive public 
comments and draft U.S. positions 
prior to the 42nd Session of the 
Codex Committee on Food Labeling 
(CCFL), which will be held in Rome, 
Italy on October 21-24, 2014. The 
following topics will be discussed at 
USDA’s meeting: 

• Issues referred to CCFL; 
• Organic Aquaculture; 
• General Standard for the 

Labeling of Prepackaged Foods 
regarding date marking; 

• Other topics and future work. 
USDA’s public meeting will be held 
on September 23, 2014 from 1:00-
4:00 pm in Washington, D.C. 
Interested stakeholders may call in to 
the meeting or submit comments 
electronically.  For participation 
details, please see the related 
Federal Register notice. 

It will be important to monitor CCFL 
discussions; the Indian delegation 
has proposed new work related to 
defining a “Wholesale Package”; 
several countries questioned the 
need for this work. 

USDA Announces Public Meeting 
Ahead of Codex Committee 
Session on Food Import and 
Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems (CCFICS) 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced that it is hosting 
a public meeting to receive public 
comments and draft U.S. position 
prior to the 42nd Session of the 
Codex Committee on Food Import 
and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems (CCFICS), 
which will be held in Australia 
October 13-17, 2014.  The following 
topics will be discussed at USDA’s 
meeting: 
• Discussion paper on Principles 

and Guidelines for the 
Elaboration and Management of 
Questionnaires Directed at 
Exporting Countries. 

• Discussion paper on Principles 
and Guidelines for Monitoring 
Regulatory Performance of 
National Food Control Systems. 

• Discussion paper on the revision 
of the Principles and Guidelines 

http://campaigns.hundred10.com/t/r-l-mtjejt-tklijyljkk-q/
http://campaigns.hundred10.com/t/r-l-midhdik-tklijyljkk-a/
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for the Exchange of Information 
in Food Safety Emergency 
Situations. 

• Draft amendments to Guidelines 
for the Exchange of Information 
between Countries on Rejections 
of Imported Food. 

USDA’s public meeting will be held 
on September 25, 2015 from 1:00-
4:00 pm in Washington, DC.  
Interested stakeholders may call in to 
the meeting or submit comments 
electronically.  For further 
participation details, please see the 
related Federal Register notice. 

TPP Chief Negotiators Meeting to 
be Held in Hanoi, Vietnam in 
September 

On August 18, Canada’s Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development posted on its website a 
notice that the next chief negotiators 
meeting for members of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement 
will be held September 1-10, 2014 in 
Hanoi, Vietnam. 

A press release published on 
Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry and 
Trade website notes that the 
negotiations will focus on a number 
of outstanding issues, including 
market access for goods and 
services, intellectual property rights, 
investment, environment, and state-
owned enterprises (SOEs). 

The last meeting of chief negotiators 
was held in Ottawa, Canada in early 
July 2014. A ministerial meeting 
following these two chief negotiators 
meeting has yet to be announced, 
but it is expected that one will be 
scheduled before the end of the 
year. 

In related news, Acting U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) Wendy 
Cutler and Chief Agricultural 
Negotiator Darci Vetter recently held 
two days of meetings with Japanese 
Ambassador Hiroshi Oe and Japan’s 
Ministry of Agriculture Director 
Makoto Osawa to discuss 
agricultural market access issues. A 

USTR press release notes 
continuing progress on narrowing 
gaps on treatment for a range of 
products. 

USTR Seeking Comments for the 
2015 National Trade Estimate 

The Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative announced it is 
seeking comments to assist it in 
identifying significant barriers to U.S. 
exports of goods, services, and U.S. 
foreign direct investment for inclusion 
in the 2015 National Trade Estimate. 

Topics on which the TPSC Seeks 
Information include restrictions 
implemented through unwarranted 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures, including unwarranted 
measures justified for purposes of 
protecting food safety and animal 
and plant life or health and 
restrictions implemented through 
unwarranted standards, conformity 
assessment procedures, or technical 
regulations (Technical Barriers to 
Trade) that may have as their 
objective protecting national security 
requirements, preventing deceptive 
practices, or protecting human health 
or safety, animal or plant life or 
health, or the environment, but that 
can be formulated or implemented in 
ways that create significant barriers 
to trade.  A complete list of 
categories of foreign trade barriers 
can be found here. 

In addition, USTR is requesting help 
in identifying “localization barriers to 
trade.”  Localization barriers are 
measures designed to protect, favor, 
or stimulate domestic industries at 
the expense of imports from other 
countries. 

Public comments are due October 
29, 2014.  For further participation 
details, please see the related 
Federal Register notice. 

New Website for Growers and 
Processors 

In mid-August, the Almond Board of 
California launched new websites for 

California Almond growers and 
processors.  Information on exporting 
almonds can be found here. 

We welcome input on information 
you think should be included.  We 
also plan to introduce a “hot topic” 
area to provide updates on breaking 
events. 

Progress on China-Australia FTA 

Progress towards the free trade 
agreement between Australia and 
China is expected to be accelerated 
at the upcoming second annual 
Australia-China Foreign and 
Strategic Dialogue which will be held 
in Sydney.  Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop will fly back from her 
participation in a crucial NATO 
summit in Wales to meet her 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi for the 
dialogue. 

China is Australia’s largest trading 
partner and an increasingly important 
source of investment.  China’s 
ambassador, Ma Zhaoxu, confirmed 
that the FTA negotiations towards 
this “milestone” in bilateral relations 
were being accelerated. 

Upcoming Travel 

• September 8-10, 2014 
Julie Adams, Bunnie Ibrahim, and 
Richard Waycott in Washington, 
DC for the United Fresh 
Washington Public Policy 
Conference. 

• September 11-13, 2014 
Richard Waycott in Chile for 
meetings with producers and 
trade. 

• September 13-20, 2014 
Alex Francis and Richard Waycott 
in Brazil for trade research. 

  
  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-08-15/pdf/2014-19410.pdf
http://campaigns.hundred10.com/t/r-l-midhdik-tklijyljkk-z/
http://campaigns.hundred10.com/t/r-l-midhdik-tklijyljkk-v/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/08/15/2014-19313/request-for-public-comments-to-compile-the-national-trade-estimate-report-on-foreign-trade-barriers?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/08/15/2014-19313/request-for-public-comments-to-compile-the-national-trade-estimate-report-on-foreign-trade-barriers?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
http://www.almonds.com/processors/choosing-and-using-almonds/exporting-almonds#tc-tariffs

