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ABC Global Update 

Export Shipments Strong 

Export Shipments for August 2013-June 
2014 are up 3% over last year at over 1.2 
billion pounds.   

At 180.4 million pounds, Spain continues 
to be the top export market (compared to 
China/Hong Kong’s 138.1 million 
pounds).  

 
Million Lbs. 
Aug 2013-
June 2014 

% 
Change 

from 
Last 
Year 

W. Europe 495,204,861 18% 

Spain 180,390,822 29% 

Germany 117,475,235 9% 

Italy 49,325,852 47% 

Netherlands 42,101,204 15% 

UK 25,727,892 6% 

France 21,951,301 0% 

Belgium 19,466,027 7% 

Central/E. 
Europe 

51,367,251 -17% 

Russia 30,965,088 -28% 

Asia-Pacific 409,840,252 -13% 

China/Hong     
Kong 138,112,556 -30% 

India 96,695,738 -19% 

Japan 71,668,188 15% 

South Korea 49,449,245 14% 

Vietnam 17,281,730 40% 

Middle East 171,936,149 25% 

UAE 83,055,659 10% 

Turkey 51,646,660 50% 

Total Exports 1,216,563,903 3% 

 

EU Standing Committee Delists 
Almonds from Safeguard 
Measures 

In a July 1, 2014 standing committee 
meeting, EU Member States voted to 
remove U.S. almonds from the safeguard 
measures list due to a marked decrease 
in aflatoxin-related rejections since the 
VASP program was implemented.  This 

is the first time a commodity has ever 
been removed from the safeguard 
measures list and is a direct result of the 
success of the VASP program. 

The effective date will be some time after 
the amended regulation is published in 
the Official Journal, which could be as 
soon as September 2014. Industry 
should note that a VASP certificate is still 
required for U.S. almonds (shelled, 
inshell, and products containing 20% or 
more almonds). ABC will update industry 
when the regulation is published and the 
effective date is known.  

Update : West Coast Port 
Negotiations 

The International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU) and the Pacific 
Maritime Association (PMA) are 
continuing to negotiate a new contract 
covering nearly 20,000 longshore 
workers at 29 West Coast ports. The 
previous six-year contract, which expired 
last week, was agreed to be extended 
through 8am on Friday, July 11, while the 
ILWU attends to an unrelated negotiation 
taking place in the Pacific Northwest. 

South Korean MFDS Officials 
Visit California Almond Country 

Last month, two representatives from 
South Korea’s Ministry of Food and Drug 
Safety (MFDS) and an agricultural 
specialist from the USDA/Foreign 
Agricultural Service in Seoul spent a day 
in the Central Valley touring cherry and 
almond orchards and processing 
facilities. 

The visit was part of a week-long trip to 
California to discuss South Korea’s 
transition to a positive list system for 
pesticide Maximum Residue Limits 
(MRLs) which is scheduled to begin in 
2017.  Highlighted on the tour was an 
overview of the California almond 
industry, pesticide use practices, and 
good manufacturing practices (GMPs).  

Below, the visitors view hand sorting at 
the Stewart and Jasper facility in 
Newman, CA.  

 

  

President Obama Meets with 
New Zealand PM Key, 
Announces TPP Completion Goal  

On June 20, following a meeting with 
New Zealand Prime Minister John Key in 
Washington, DC, President Barack 
Obama announced that he hopes to 
have a completed Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) agreement ready by 
the end of this year. 

Specifically, Obama stated that he hopes 
to see a completed TPP agreement that 
has been allowed Congressional 
consultation and is available to the public 
by the time he travels to Asia for the 
annual Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) meeting this 
November. Observers note that key 
elements of a final TPP agreement text 
are likely to remain undisclosed until after 
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the U.S. midterm elections occurring this 
November. 

Should a final agreement take shape in 
time for the November APEC meeting, 
Obama stated that this should allow TPP 
leaders to make a strong case for 
finalizing the agreement. A White House 
press release notes the U.S. and New 

Zealand leaders’ shared goal of 
completing the agreement. 

Chief negotiators of the TPP agreement 
are scheduled to meet July 3-12 in 
Vancouver, Canada to continue progress 
on finalizing the ambitious trade pact. 

EU Commission Investigates the 
UK’s Traffic Light Labeling 
Scheme 

In June 2013, the UK released 
guidelines for its voluntary, color coded 

“traffic light” labeling scheme which 
expresses guideline daily amounts for 
certain foods in a yellow, green, or red 
design at the front of the package (BCI 
Monitor 06-21-13). Since then, many 
food manufacturers have shown concern 
that having multiple labeling schemes 
would increase costs, confuse 
consumers, and hinder trade. 

The European Commission (EC) is 
currently investigating the United 
Kingdom’s (UK) voluntary “traffic light” 
front-of-pack labeling scheme to 
determine if such a scheme is consistent 
with EU law. The call to begin the 
investigation was first published in an EC 
memo in February. However, the issue is 

receiving more attention as the 
investigation is anticipated to conclude in 
the upcoming weeks. 

Should the EC determine that the UK’s 
labeling scheme is not consistent with EU 
law, the EC may commence an 
infringement procedure. The EC will also 
be investigating if other member states 
have infringed on EU law. 

The investigation was sparked by Italy as 
it had received complaints from 
European companies saying that multiple 
labeling schemes could fragment 
nutritional labeling in the EU and act as a 
trade barrier. 

 

 

Brazil Announces Draft 
Resolution for Allergen Labeling 
on Prepackaged Food 

On June 18, the Brazilian Health 
Surveillance Agency (ANVISA) notified 

the World Trade Organization (WTO) of 
its draft resolution adopting a mandatory 
declaration on packaged food labels to 
include allergy warnings. 

Almonds and other nuts, cereals, soy 
products, dairy, and shell fish are 
recognized sources of food allergies or 
food intolerances in sensitive persons 
and therefore must be labeled. 

The following declarations shall be used 
on packaged food labels (in Portuguese): 

 “Contains Gluten or Gluten Free” as 
appropriate 

 “Allergic: Contains (source names)” 
or “Allergic: Contains derivatives of 
(source names)” as appropriate 

 "Allergic: May Contain (source 
names)” 

Comments are due by August 18, 2014. 

Once the draft regulation is adopted, it 
will be published in Brazil’s Official 
Journal. 

EFSA Launches Public 
Consultation on Acrylamide Draft 
Scientific Opinion 

On July 1, the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) published a notice 

concerning the recent release of their 
draft Scientific Opinion on acrylamide in 

food, and is seeking comments on this 
draft. 

Acrylamide is naturally created in a 
variety of foods cooked at high 
temperatures, especially carbohydrate-
rich foods like potato and bread, as well 
as roasted foods like coffee, chocolate 
and nuts. 

Although acrylamide has been suspected 
to be carcinogenic in humans, exposure 
studies have not yet conclusively 
demonstrated that it is a human 
carcinogen. However, EFSA notes that 
margins of different exposure across 
various diets and age groups represent a 
concern. 

In November 2013, the EU published a 
Commission Recommendation which 

set indicative value for levels of 
acrylamide in some food products. 

However, these values are not meant to 
be a safety threshold with legal 
repercussions, but rather to be used as 
reference values for member states, with 
the active involvement of food business 
operators, to continue conducting studies 
on the occurrence of acrylamide in foods 
at certain processing steps in the Hazard 
Analysis and Critical Control Points 
(HACCP) system. 

EFSA will be seeking comments on its 
draft Scientific Opinion through 
September 15, 2014. For more 

information, please see the notice and 
report linked above. 

U.S. and South Korea Agree to 
Organic Equivalency for 
Processed Products 

As of July 1, organic processed products 
can be labeled as organic in both the 
U.S. and South Korea, according to a 
USDA press release. Korea’s National 

Agricultural Products Quality 
Management Service and the U.S.’s 
National Organic Program (under 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service, 
AMS) will oversee the agreement’s 
implementation.  

This organic equivalency arrangement 
eliminates the need for U.S. growers and 
businesses to obtain certifications to 
meet Korea’s organic standards, which 
are accompanied by two sets of fees, 
inspections, paperwork, and possible 
delays at import. 

South Korea and the U.S. will continue to 
hold discussions and review the 
respective programs regularly. For 
additional details, please see the press 
release linked above as well as this AMS 
web page. 

Upcoming Travel 

 July 14-18, 2014 

Julie Adams, Gabriele Ludwig, Becky 
Sereno, Caroline Stringer, and 
Richard Waycott in Washington, DC 
for the USAEDC attaché conference 
and regulator meetings. 

 July 21-August 1, 2014 

Guangwei Huang in Chengdu, China 
for 8

th
 International Conference of 

Food Science. 
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