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ABC Global Update 

Exports Still Down, but Showing 
some Increase   

Total export shipments continue to 
be down compared to the same 
period last year, although several 
markets seem to be recovering. 

India shipments are 26% ahead of 
the same period last year.  
China/Hong Kong at 111 million 
pounds continues to slightly edge 
Spain out as the leading export 
destination, although still lagging last 
year by 15%.  Vietnam continues to 
be a significant destination in the 
region, again up 42% compared with 
the same period last year.  

  
Million Lbs. 
Aug 2014-
April 2015 

% 
Change 

from 
Last 
Year 

W. Europe 350,320,240 -14% 

Spain 110,664,192 -22% 

Germany 94,974,478 -4% 

Netherlands 33,995,956 -1% 

Italy 31,278,446 -25% 

UK 21,101,016 -3% 

France 15,770,198 -13% 

Belgium 15,092,252 -5% 

Central/E. 
Europe 

13,716,967 -70% 

Asia-Pacific 358,293,583 -1% 

China/Hong     
Kong 111,122,510 -15% 
India 105,992,052 26% 
Japan 48,900,086 -17% 
South Korea 40,670,949 0% 
Vietnam 21,562,209 42% 
Middle East 128,314,174 -11% 
UAE 76,706,961 13% 
Turkey 25,709,887 -42% 
Total Exports 918,750,415 -11% 

 

 

Ways and Means Passes TPA bill  

On April 23rd, the House of 
Representatives Ways and Means 
Committee authorized a bill granting 
President Barack Obama Trade 
Promotion Authority (TPA). 

The ‘Bipartisan Congressional Trade 
Priorities and Accountability Act’, 
passed the committee on a 25-13 
vote, with only two Democrats – 
Reps. Ron Kind of Wisconsin and 
Earl Blumenauer of Oregon – joining 
in support. 

The TPA bill, which had already 
passed the Senate Finance 
Committee the day prior, will now 
head to the floor in each Chamber. 
Timing is uncertain, but Senate 
Finance Committee Chairman Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, has indicated he 
wants the Senate to consider it in 
May. 

The Ways and Means Committee 
decision to send it to the House floor 
also creates a positive atmosphere 
for the state visit of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe in Washington 
next week. 

Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., said in a statement, “Today we 
took an important step toward a 
healthier economy and stronger 
American leadership in the world. 
This bill will help us achieve the best 
trade agreements for American 
workers and job creators. It will allow 
the United States — instead of China 
— to write the rules of the economy. 
And it will hold the president 
accountable to Congress.” 

“TPA puts Congress in the driver’s 
seat of trade negotiations and 
provides the transparency that 
Americans deserve,” he added. “I 
want to thank all the members of the 
committee who helped us get here, 
and I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in the House to pass this 
bill into law soon.” 

The Trade Benefits Coalition, which 
is led by the Business Roundtable, 
noted that 269 businesses, 
associations, and agriculture groups 
had written Ways and Means 
members, urging them to vote for the 
bill. 

Japan Implements FY2015 
Inspection Orders and Imported 
Food Monitoring Guidance 

Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare (MHLW) has published 
its Implementation of Inspection 
Orders, Imported Foods 
Monitoring Plan, and Imported 
Foods Monitoring and Guidance 
Plan for fiscal year (FY) 2015. These 
documents describe and implement 
MHLW’s inspection protocols for 
imported foods. These monitoring 
and testing protocols are effective 
from April 1, 2015 through March 31, 
2016. 

The monitoring protocol for FY 2015 
indicates that MHLW plans to 
conduct 24,890 tests of food 
products for residues of pesticide 
chemicals, including 8,800 tests of 
raw agricultural foods and 7,000 
tests of processed agricultural food 
products. 

Imported foods deemed by MHLW to 
have a high possibility of food safety 
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violations will be subject to 
inspection orders, which increase the 
frequency of testing for those 
products. For these foods, the 
Implementation of Inspection Orders 
calls for increased monitoring for 
specific pathogens, additives, 
pesticide residues, and/or other 
contaminants. A list of inspection 
orders for FY 2015 can be found in 
Schedule 1. 

Per this schedule, imported almonds 
from all origins will continue to be 
tested for aflatoxins as stipulated in 
MHLW’s “Test Methods Related to 
Total Aflatoxin” in Notice Syoku-An 
No. 0816-2. This is unchanged from 
the FY 2014 inspection order 
mandate. 

Import declarations will be inspected 
by registered inspection institutions 
to target food products listed in 
Schedule 1. More details on targeted 
food inspection orders and foods not 
subject to inspection orders can be 
found in Appendix 1-1 and 1-2, 
respectively. 

In its Monitoring Plan for FY 2015, 
the MHLW also provides a list of 366 
specific agricultural chemical 
residues it will be testing imported 
foods for under Schedule 8. 

EU Approves Pre-Export Checks 
(PEC) 

On April 14th the EU approved the 
Pre-Export Checks (PEC) program 
for U.S.-origin almonds. The Almond 
Board anticipates full implementation 
of the program to be in June.  

ABC staff continue to review final 
procedures, certification and audit 
requirements.  It is anticipated that 
PEC materials and training for 
handlers will be rolling out in the 
coming weeks. 

ABC is also actively engaging the 
Foreign Agricultural Service to seek 
recognition by non-EU member 
states now that the EU has approved 
the program. 

PEC is an important transition from 
the successful Voluntary Aflatoxin 
Sampling Plan (VASP) program.  
PEC recognition demonstrates the 
EU’s confidence in the aflatoxin 
control system for almonds.  
Almonds shipped with a PEC 
certificate will be subject to less than 
1% level of import controls.  
California Almonds will be only the 
3rd commodity recognized by the EU 
under this legislation. 

For more information on PEC, please 
contact Sue Olson: 

solson@almondboard.com 

What’s Changing, What’s Not in 
China   

A recent overview of the China 
market by ABC’s government affairs 
consultants in China provided 
industry members with insights to the 
current environment. 

Growth is “down” to just over 7% 
while disposable income is rising and 
so is job creation – so for the general 
population, society remains 
economically stable.  From a 
business perspective, the China 
market is continuously reforming, 
moving now into a period of the “rule 
of law” and “new normal”.  Key areas 
of focus are food safety and 
environmental issues, in particular 
the development of laws and 
enforcement – which has often been 
inconsistent particularly at the local 
level, but will be receiving more 
attention going forward. 

Two key laws which ABC is 
following:  the Food Safety Law 
which takes effect on October 1, 
2015 and the Advertising Law which 
takes effect on September 1, 2015.  
Both laws transfer more 
responsibility to the food business 
operator and advertisers, 
respectively, laying out stricter 
enforcement and greater liability for 
violators.  ABC will be preparing 
overviews of both laws which will be 
shared with industry members.   

 Upcoming Travel 

 May 3-9, 2015 

Harbinder Maan and Guangwei 
Huang in Shanghai, China for 
SIAL tradeshow. 

 May 14-19, 2015 

Guangwei Huang in Beijing, 
China for industry meetings and 
China Nutrition Society 
Conference. 

 May 20-26, 2015 

Richard Waycott in Antalya, 
Turkey for INC. 
 

 


