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ABC Global Update 

Spain is the leading export 
destination 

Export and domestic shipments were 
both down 2 million pounds from May 
2014 shipments. 

At 127.4 million pounds, Spain has 
overtaken China/Hong Kong as the top 
export market (compared to 114.3 million 
pounds shipped to China/Hong Kong in 
the same period).  

 
Million Lbs. 
Aug 2014-
May 2015 

% 
Change 

from 
Last 
Year 

W. Europe 393,152,011 -13% 

Spain 127,426,029 -22% 

Germany 105,117,778 -1% 

Netherlands 37,437,456 -2% 

Italy 35,568,635 -22% 

UK 23,773,587 1% 

France 17,111,378 -15% 

Belgium 16,091,252 -9% 

Central/E. 
Europe 

15,127,871 -69% 

Russia 452,636 -98% 

Asia-Pacific 382,174,807 0% 

China/Hong     
Kong 114,264,802 -14% 
India 113,453,473 26% 
Japan 54,379,969 -17% 
South Korea 45,425,727 1% 
Vietnam 21,644,831 40% 
Middle East 141,147,748 -9% 
UAE 83,465,385 14% 
Turkey 27,951,337 -41% 
Total Exports 1,005,999,479 -10% 

 

New FAS Online System Links U.S. 
Exporters to International Customers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) has launched a new online system 
to connect exporters of U.S. food and 

agricultural products with potential 
customers around the world. 

The Trade Lead System gives U.S. 
exporters access to information about 
potential foreign sales opportunities.  In 
addition, interested international buyers 
can use the system to search for 
potential suppliers of U.S. farm and food 
products. 

All potential sales leads are reviewed by 
FAS international offices and immediately 
distributed through the system to all 
registered users, as well as to nearly 100 
U.S. agricultural trade associations and 
their members, individual state 
departments of agriculture, and the state 
regional trade groups that partner with 
USDA to promote agricultural exports. 

At this point, the system is still being 
tested and “debugged”.  To learn more 
about the Trade Lead System, visit 
www.fas.usda.gov/trade-lead-system.  

 

India Notifies of Proposed 
Amendments to Regulation on 
Aflatoxin Limits 

On May 12, the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
issued a notification on its website of 
proposed amendments to its Food 
Safety and Standards (Contaminants, 
Toxins and Residues) Regulations, 
2011. 

Specifically, the amendments include 
new limits for the presence of aflatoxin in 
certain foods, including in “nuts for further 
processing” at 15 µg/kg and “ready to eat 
nuts” at 10 µg/kg. These are amended 
from the previous limit of 30 µg/kg set on 
“all articles of foods”. 

FSSAI will be accepting comments on 
these proposed amendments through 
June 15, 2015. For more information, and 
an example of the comment submission 
format, please see the following GAIN 
report.  

 

China Publishes New Amended Draft 
of Food Safety Law 

On April 24, the Government of China 
published a newly amended draft of its 
Food Safety Law. On May 14, the USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) 
circulated its authorized translation of 
the new draft to interested stakeholders. 
This is the third amended draft of the law, 
following the second draft which was 
published in December 2014. 

The new draft includes various 
amendments, including changes to 
provisions on the criminal enforcement of 
food safety issues, new requirements for 
baby formula products, and added 
provisions for imported bulk food 
additives. However, potential concerns 
identified in previous drafts have largely 
not been addressed in this new draft. 
Potential concerns to U.S. exporters 
include: 1) the development of enterprise 
and local government standards; 2) on-
arrival inspections for imported foods 
entering China; and 3) various onerous 
documentation, licensing and certification 
requirements. 

The draft states that it will enter into force 
on October 1, 2015. China has yet to 
notify its draft Food Safety Law to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). FAS 
will be accepting comments on its 
authorized translation of the draft through 
June 17, 2015.  

 

U.S. and European Industry Working 
Jointly to address EU MRL for 
Fosetyl 

The almond, pistachio and walnut 
industries have been cooperating on 
research to address limits for fosetyl/ 
phosphonic acids in Europe.  Preliminary 
monitoring data is being conducted in 
California and Holland; in addition, 
residue trials are to being conducted with 
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the current harvest.  Europe adopted a 
temporary MRL of 75 mg/kg for fosetyl, 
but that level will return to the default of 2 
mg/kg on January 1, 2016, if the 
temporary MRL is not extended. 

Meetings are scheduled this month with 
the European Commission to update 
them on research progress, and to 
request extension of the temporary MRL 
while residue data is gathered.  Requests 
for an extension have also been 
submitted by INC, Frucom, CAOBISCO 
and a German sweets association.   
From consultations with other nut 
producing countries, it is likely that other 
origins would also have difficulty 
complying with a lower MRL.   

 

FDA Issues Draft Guidance on 
Voluntary Qualified Importer 
Program for Food Importers 

On June 4, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) issued a notice 
that it has made available a draft 
guidance document on its proposed 
Voluntary Qualified Importer Program 
(VQIP) for food importers. 

The VQIP is a new voluntary, fee-based 
program proposed under the Food Safety 
Modernization Act (FSMA) which would 
expedite the review and importation of 
foods from importers who achieve and 
maintain a high level of control over the 
safety and security of their supply chain. 
This includes the importation of foods 
from facilities that have been certified 
under FDA’s accredited third-part audit 
program, and other control measures 
which will allow FDA to focus its 
resources on higher-risk imports. 

The draft guidance document outlines 
the benefits of VQIP participation; 
eligibility criteria; instructions for 
obtaining facility certifications for foreign 
suppliers; instructions for completing a 
VQIP application; VQIP user fees; 
conditions that might result in revocation 
of VQIP benefits; and criteria for 
reinstatement of VQIP benefits. 

In order to consider comments on this 
draft prior to the completion of its final 
guidance, FDA is asking comments be 
submitted by August 19, 2015. 
Comments on the proposed collection of 
information should be submitted by 
August 4, 2015. For more information, 
please see the Federal Register notice 
and guidance document linked above. 

 

US West Coast Port Employers and 
Dockworkers Union Ratifies Labor 
Contract  

On May 22, the International Longshore 
& Warehouse Union (ILWU), which 
represents dockworkers at 29 U.S. west 
coast ports, voted to ratify a five-year 
labor contract with the a group of 
employers represented by the Pacific 
Maritime Association (PMA). 

The announcement brings to an official 
end a dispute which began in July 2014 
with the expiration of the previous labor 
contract, and which was resolved in 
February 2015 with the announcement 
that the two sides has reached a 
tentative agreement on a labor contract. 

The contract will retroactively apply from 
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2019. 
Media reports note that dockworkers 
have been working to process the 
backlog of cargo that accumulated during 
the gridlock conditions which occurred 
during the dispute, but that cargo traffic 
has been seen returning to normal in 
recent weeks. 

 

U.S. Senate Passes Trade 
Promotion Authority Bill 

On May 22, the Senate voted 62-37 to 
approve a Trade Promotion Authority 
(TPA, or “fast-track”) bill, following weeks 
of debate. The bill would grant the 
Administration the authority to negotiate 
trade agreements which can be sent to 
Congress for an up-or-down vote, without 
amendment or filibuster. 

The TPA bill is expected to be picked up 
in the House for debate in early June. If 
enacted, TPA would be active for six 
years, and would pave the way for 
passage of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) agreement, whose 12 members 
countries are close to concluding 
negotiations. 

Prior to the vote, the Senate voted 
against an amendment proposed by 
Senators Rob Portman (R-OH) and 
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) that would have 
subjected foreign countries’ currency 
practices to U.S. trade remedy laws. The 
Administration and various supporters of 
TPA are opposed to these enforceable 
currency provisions, as they could invite 
retaliatory tariffs under international trade 
rules. 

The Senate instead approved currency 
manipulation rule proposed by Senator 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Ron Wyden (D-
OR) that would give negotiators a set of 
tools for addressing foreign countries’ 
currency practices without subjecting 
them to U.S. trade remedy laws. 

  

USTR Releases Report Detailing 
Tariff Barriers that Will be Addressed 
in TPP 

A new U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR) report outlines the tariff barriers 
that American workers and businesses 
face in the Asia-Pacific. The Obama 
Administration is working to reach an 
agreement on the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) that will lower tariffs 
and raise labor and environmental 
standards. 

The report details agricultural exports 
and the benefits of a successful TPP 
deal. Around 20% of U.S. farm income 
results from agricultural exports. In 2014, 
the U.S. exported more than $66 billion 
to countries involved in the TPP 
negotiations. This figure would increase if 
the TPP agreement includes major tariff 
reductions. 

The report contains specific tariff and 
export information for each of the major 
agricultural export sectors in the U.S. 
Tariffs range up to 30% in TPP countries 
for tree nuts. In 2014, the U.S. exported 
$1.8 billion worth of tree nuts to TPP 
countries. 

 

Upcoming Travel 

 June 6-12, 2015 

Julie Adams, Dariela Roffe-Rackind, 
Peggy Fyffe and Harbinder Maan in 
Istanbul, Turkey for SNACKEX. 

 June 13-18, 2015 

Julie Adams and Gabriele Ludwig in 
Brussels for a Frucom conference 
and European Commission  
meetings.  

  

 

 

 

 

 


