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ABC Global Update 

Fosetyl-Al EU MRL Extended 
 
The European Commission’s 
Standing Committee met September 
21-22. Member States broadly 
supported extension of the 
temporary Fosetyl-Al MRL for tree 
nuts.  The Commission has further 
advised that they are now preparing 
draft legislation that will extend the 
temporary MRL of 75 mg/kg for 
almonds, cashew nuts, hazelnuts, 
macadamias, pistachios, and 
walnuts until 01 March 2019.  This 
timeline will allow for a permanent 
MRL application (import tolerance 
request) to be submitted, evaluated 
and decided on by the Commission. 
  
The draft legislation is expected to 
be presented for Member States’ 
approval at a Standing Committee 
meeting that will take place mid- or 
end of October, after which it will still 
be subject to consultation of other 
Commission services, and scrutiny of 
Council and Parliament, before the 
Commission can formally adopt it 
(likely January 2016). 
  
ABC has been in touch with the 
Commission to clarify several 
remaining points – in particular, that 
there not be a “gap” in the temporary 
MRL while the adoption procedures 
move forward. 
  
If you have any specific questions, 
please contact Julie Adams at 
jadams@almondboard.com.  
 
United States and India Hold First 
Strategic and Commercial Dialogue 
 
The inaugural U.S.-India Strategic 
and Commercial Dialogue (S&CD) 

was held September 22 in 
Washington, D.C. to advance the two 
countries’ shared objectives 
regarding economic growth and 
cooperation. 
 
Ahead of the S&CD, members of the 
U.S. Congress wrote a letter urging 
President Obama’s administration to 
address key trade barriers with India 
including inadequate intellectual 
property rights protection, forced 
product localization rules, and 
agricultural barriers not based on 
science. Although these issues were 
not specifically addressed in the 
meeting, the U.S. Department of 
State released a joint statement 
following the S&CD reaffirming the 
two countries' agreement to increase 
strategic economic and 
environmental collaboration. 
 
India is currently the United States’ 
eleventh-largest trading partner and 
eighteenth-largest export destination, 
with bilateral trade reaching $100 
billion in 2014.  For almonds, in FY 
14/15 India represented the 3rd 
largest export destination. 
 
FSSAI CEO Transferred Out 
 
After less than a year, Yudhvir Singh 
Malik, CEO of Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India, has 
been transferred to another 
government position.  FSSAI has 
been under pressure for a number of 
issues, not least of which was the 
recall of Maggi noodles in 
June.  Malik has been facing 
criticism from both the government 
as well as industry for the way he 
has handled product approval, 
testing methodologies as well as the 

interpretation of the food safety law; 
it’s also been said that his attitude 
has been detrimental to the ease of 
doing business and Make in India 
initiatives.  
 
The FSSAI change is happening at a 
time when the agency is in the 
process of overhauling regulations 
and has less than a dozen draft 
notifications up on its website.  ABC 
efforts regarding labeling, bulk vs 
wholesale, etc. are likely to be on 
hold until the FSSAI management is 
clarified.  
  
USDA Publishes Report on Turkey’s 
Tree Nut Market 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) recently published a GAIN 
Report covering Turkey’s tree nut 
market. 
 
In marketing year (MY) 2015, almond 
production is expected to increase 9 
percent to a total of 14,200 metric 
tons (MT). Almond production in 
Turkey remains inconsistent due to 
the use of unstandardized seeds. To 
reduce the country’s dependence on 
higher-quality almond imports, 
Turkey’s Ministry of Forestry and 
Water Affairs published the “Almond 
Action Plan” for the period 2013-
2017. However, bad weather 
conditions in MY 2013 and MY 2014 
have complicated the successful 
implementation of the Almond Action 
Plan. 
 
The United States is the country’s 
main almond supplier, accounting for 
96 percent of Turkey’s almond 
imports. However, almond imports 
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from the U.S. decreased by 
approximately 30 percent in MY 
2014 as a result of the unfavorable 
exchange rate between the U.S. 
Dollar and Turkish Lira. 
   
USDA Publishes Report of Chile’s 
Tree Nut Market 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) recently published a GAIN 
Report detailing Chile’s tree nut 
market for 2015. 
 
Almond production in Chile could 
reach record levels if the 
approaching El Niño current causes 
a large enough increase in rain to 
provide the necessary irrigation of 
Chile’s tree nut sector. Almond 
production is still recovering from 
unfavorable weather conditions in 
September 2013 which resulted in a 
low total volume of 2,000 metric tons 
(MT) during marketing year (MY) 
2014/15. 
 
The main destinations of Chile’s 
almond exports are Brazil, Argentina, 
Venezuela, Italy, and Turkey. Russia 
is becoming another major 
destination for Chile’s almond 
exports. Exports to Russia rose from 
35 MT in 2013 to 107 MT in 2014 
and have already reached 845 MT in 
2015. 

FAS Regional Meeting in the UK 

On September 22-24, ABC Staff 
attended the Foreign Agricultural 
Service’s (FAS) Regional meeting in 
London, England.  Staff members 
established points of contact with 
more than 20 countries, discussed 
the Pre-Export Check (PEC) 
certification program, Fosetyl-Al MRL 
issues, and answered questions 
related to the programs.  

ABC staff also toured the new 
London Gateway Port which is being 

built by DP World (Dubai).  Once 
completed in 2020, the port will have 
7 deep water berths.  The visit 
provided an opportunity to meet with 
London Port Health authorities, to 
review and answer questions 
regarding the PEC certification 
program. 

Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
Negotiations Completed  

TPP negotiations came to a close on 
Sunday, October 4, 2015 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The trade deal includes 12 
countries, and in FY 14/15 
represented almost $800 million in 
export trade of almonds.  Some of 
the benefits expected to come out of 
TPP: 

• Japan, Malaysia, and Vietnam 
will eliminate tariffs on all tree 
nuts, including almonds, pecans, 
macadamia nuts, and walnuts 

• A “Rapid Response” system 
should help loads held at 
customs due to sanitary and 
phytosanitary issues.  

• Greater transparency on sanitary 
and phytosanitary requirements 
based on science. 

TPP must be reviewed and voted on 
by Congress before the President 
can sign it into law. This is expected 
to take place in 2016.  

Almond Conference 

Reminder!  Be sure to register for the 
Almond Conference which is being 
held December 8-10, 2015 in 
Sacramento.  The Conference is 
expected to be the largest ever, 
attracting over 3,000 attendees and 
about 250 exhibitors.  

Visit www.Almondconference.com to 
register. 

Upcoming Travel 

• September 28-October 9, 2015 

Richard Waycott, Peggy Fyffe, 
Harbinder Maan, Dariela Roffe-
Rackind in Europe for trade 
stewardship meetings with 
manufacturers. 

• October 7- 8, 2015 

Julie Adams in Chicago, Illinois 
for a Commodity Roundtable 
meeting. 

• October 12-16, 2015 

Julie Adams in Brussels, 
Belgium for a European Snacks 
Association (ESA) nut working 
group meeting, and for European 
Commission meetings related to 
PEC. 

• October 16-22, 2015 

Guangwei Huang and Julie 
Adams in China for trade and 
professional meetings, including 
the  CIFST/IFT Food Summit 
and regulatory visits. 

• October 19-22, 2015 

Karen Lapsley in Berlin, 
Germany for the FENS Nutrition  
Conference. 

• October 19-23, 2015 

Becky Serrano and Stacey 
Humble in Shanghai and Beijing, 
China for trade and agency 
meetings. 
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