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ABC Global Update 

Shipments Continue to be Down 

Overall shipments for August-February 
continue to lag, down 6% compared to 
the same period last year.  The “bright 
spot” in export sales is Europe: the 
region is up 8% overall compared with 
last year.   

Asia continues to be slow to recover, with 
India and China still down 10% and 7%, 
respectively.  In the Middle East, 
shipments to the UAE are still down 
significantly (47% below last year) while 
other markets in the region show 
increases compared to last year.  Over 
the coming months, it will be important to 
watch if the lifting of sanctions in Iran has 
any effect on shipments. 

 
Million Lbs. 
Aug 2015-
Feb 2016 

% 
Change 

from 
Last 
Year 

W. Europe 275,290,987 8% 
  Spain 98,054,991 30% 
  Germany 54,552,888 -21% 
  Italy  32,281,707 35% 
  Netherlands 23,767,070 -14% 
  UK 16,625,538 8% 
  France 13,961,089 19% 
  Belgium 12,453,140 10% 
Central/E. 
Europe 

8,760,150 -22% 

Asia-Pacific 253,124,908 -10% 
  China 87,280,501 -7% 
  India 75,342,396 -10% 
  Japan 35,793,864 4% 
  S. Korea 20,696,423 -26% 
  Vietnam 13,614,705 -31% 
Middle East 66,433,225 -27% 
  UAE 29,529,674 -47% 
  Turkey 14,450,503 -29% 
Total Exports 649,153,103 -6% 
 
No Changes to Indian Labelling 
Requirements 

For about two years, ABC staff has 
raised concerns related to India’s labeling 

requirements for bulk inshell bags of 
almonds. The requirement to include the 
importer name/address as well as the 
Food Safety & Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) logo/license number can 
pose problems since this information may 
not be known when the bulk bags ship, 
or can change prior to customs 
clearance.  ABC has also argued that 
bulk inshell almonds are non-retail and 
will be further processed (shelled) prior to 
moving into retail channels. 

While in New Delhi last month, ABC staff 
and USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) officials met with the new 
Chairman of the FSSAI.  In the FSSAI’s 
view, the requirements do not present a 
problem for trade since the information 
can be “rectified” (added) on arrival in 
India and prior to customs clearance.  
FSSAI has advised U.S. authorities 
previously that there have been no other 
complaints about this requirement.   

ABC will be sending more details to 
handlers shortly, including the labeling 
regulations which confirm this information 
does not have to be on the bags prior to 
shipment and can be added upon arrival 
in India.  For further information, please 
contact Julie Adams at (209) 343-3238 or 
jadams@almondboard.com. 

Mounting Pressure over Safety of 
Life at Sea (SOLAS) Requirements 

The International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) released a new container weight 
requirement under the Safety of Life at 
Sea (SOLAS) Treaty, to be implemented 
on July 1, 2016. All containers must have 
a verified gross mass (VGM) stating the 
shipper would be responsible for the 
entire weight of the container. Exporters 
around the U.S. have stated that they 
can only be responsible for the weight of 
the cargo and not the weight of the 
container itself, as the steamship line 
owns the shipping containers.  

The Agriculture Transportation Coalition 
(AgTC) has worked closely with the U.S. 
Coast Guard to help clarify the issue. 

Admiral Paul Thomas of the U.S. Coast 
Guard stated on the Coast Guard 
Maritime Commons Blog that the current 
container weighing process for exporters 
and carriers is compliant with SOLAS, 
and that no change in container weighing 
procedures is needed.  Shippers will be 
responsible for their cargo while 
steamship lines will be responsible for 
the weight of containers. He also 
encouraged exporters and carriers to 
work closely on weighing practices. 

West Coast Ports News 

The ABC hosted two AgTC Workshops in 
February.  Among the attendees were 
representatives from the Port of Oakland, 
International Longshoremen and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU) members, 
several trucking companies and SSA 
terminal operators.   

The Port of Oakland announced it is 
exploring a prospective container depot 
in French Camp, California.  This depot 
would help alleviate truck lines at the Port 
of Oakland.  Imports would be offloaded 
in the evening hours, clear customs and 
be transported to the new container 
depot overnight.  Exports going to the 
port would be loaded and transported to 
the port on the return trip. The container 
depot would also be available for 
exporters to pick up empty containers.   

ABC will release more information as it 
becomes available.  If you have further 
questions, please contact Beth Van 
Meter at (209) 343-3256 or 
evanmeter@almondboard.com.    

U.S. Department of Transportation 
calls for nominations for Port 
Performance and Freight 
Statistics Working Group 
 
On February 23, 2016, the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) published a notice 
in the Federal Register requesting 
nominations for the port performance and 
freight statistics working group.   The 
working group will research port data 

http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/03/02/322016-solas-amendments-to-container-weight-requirements-new-faqs-published/
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/03/02/322016-solas-amendments-to-container-weight-requirements-new-faqs-published/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/23/2016-03702/port-performance-freight-statistics-working-group
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/23/2016-03702/port-performance-freight-statistics-working-group
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collection and reporting, statistical 
measurements for U.S. port capacity and 
throughput, and processes for DOT to 
collect timely information on port data.  
The group will provide recommendations 
by December 4, 2016. The DOT is 
requesting one representative from each 
of the following areas: 

• 1 representative from the rail 
industry 

• 1 representative from the trucking 
industry 

• 1 representative from the maritime 
shipping industry 

• 1 representative from a labor 
organization for each industry (rail, 
trucking, and maritime shipping) 

• 1 representative from the 
International Longshoremen’s 
Association 

• 1 representative from the 
International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union 

• 1 representative from a port authority 
• 1 representative from a terminal 

operator; and representatives of the 
Transportation Research Board of 
the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine. 

This working group is established per the 
requirements of the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) 
which was signed into law on December 
4, 2015. 

Growing Interest in Exporting to 
Iran 

Recently, the United States, the 
European Union and Iran established the 
“Nuclear Deal” that would lift many 
sanctions on Iran.  Implementation Day 
took place on January 16, 2016, lifting 
sanctions on sales of commercial aircraft, 
aircraft parts, and imports from Iran to the 
United States of carpets and foodstuffs 
(including caviar and pistachios).   

ABC has been working closely with the 
USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) 
to understand the effects which the 
“Nuclear Deal” will have on the almond 
industry. Because almonds are an 
agricultural commodity, sales to Iran 
have never been banned; under 
International Law, it is illegal to ban sales 
of agricultural commodities (including 
food), medicine and medical supplies. 
However, a complex approval/registration 

system has been in place through the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control under 
the U.S. Treasury.   

ABC is continuing to explore further 
information with U.S. officials, since it 
remains unclear how procedures will be 
liberalized going forward.  For more 
information on exports to Iran, please 
contact Beth Van Meter, at (209) 343-
3256 or evanmeter@almondboard.com. 

Shanghai’s New Version of Food 
Safety Reporting Reward Methods 
Implemented 
On February 16th, Shanghai 
FDA announced that Shanghai Municipal 
Reward Methods for Food Safety 
Reporting would be implemented in 
February. The new version incorporated 
30 types of illegal food safety behaviors, 
including some hotly-reported cases in 
recent years, like producing infant food 
products whose nutrients fail to meet 
national food safety standards, using 
expired raw materials, forging production 
dates, branding the same formula as two 
or more different brands, and producing 
and operating GMO food products 
without labeling as required.   

To further encourage the public to report 
illegal activities, the new reward method 
also increases the reward amount, 
especially to whistleblowers, to a 
maximum of RMB 300,000 (about 
$50,000). In addition, the regulation said 
reporters could submit their reports 
anonymously if they so choose. 

It is anticipated that the new reporting 
reward methods will effectively 
encourage the public, internal staff and 
professional consumers to report illegal 
food actions.  ABC is trying to get further 
clarification on how these reports will be 
validated/verified. 

USTR Publishes 2016 Trade Policy 
Agenda 
 
On March 2, the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) announced the 
release of President Obama’s 2016 
Trade Policy Agenda. 

The report is divided into three main 
sections: 1) the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP); 2) ongoing efforts to shape global 
trade; and 3) past trade achievements of 
the Obama administration. 

In the first section, the report details the 
benefits of the TPP and highlights its 
strategic and economic value for member 
nations. The report notes that 
congressional passage of the TPP is the 
President’s top trade priority for 2016. 

The second section of the report 
emphasizes current efforts to strengthen 
ties with more countries and complete 
additional trade agreements – such as 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) between the U.S. and 
European Union (EU) – in the near 
future. 

In the final section, the report catalogues 
trade-related achievements of the 
Obama administration, including: 1) the 
completion of free trade agreements with 
Colombia, Panama, and Korea; 2) the 
renewal of preferential programs such as 
the African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA) to support developing regions; 
and 3) the enforcement of trade rules 
through the World Trade Organization’s 
(WTO) dispute settlement system. 

Belt Insecticide Cancellation 
Notice 
EPA issued a Notice of the Intent to 
Cancel the registration of the insecticide 
diflubendiamde (Belt™) on March 1. The 
cancellation will take effect March 29th 
unless the registrant (Bayer on behalf of 
Nichino) submits an objection prior to 
March 31. At issue is a difference of 
opinion between EPA and Bayer on 
whether all the needed data, after a 
conditional registration, was submitted by 
Bayer, as well in the interpretation of the 
data in terms of risks to aquatic species.  
Bayer plans to submit an objection which 
then triggers a hearing before an 
Administrative Law judge.  

If EPA prevails, all sales of Belt will need 
to be halted.  In the meantime, growers 
can continue to use any products they 
have in house.  Belt can be used for 
navel orangeworm control.  

Upcoming Travel 

• March 25-31, 2016 
Harbinder Maan in Beijing, China for 
European Bakery Seminars. 
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